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which Germany could naturally bring her weight to bear,
would be economic and political collaboration, and the
frontier problem would come at the end if it ever became
necessary to discuss it,
If, on the other hand, the deferring of the frontier problem
were regarded as merely a camouflage imposed by the pre-
carious political situation, and propaganda were carried on on
that basis, it would never be possible to follow up a non-
aggression pact with the creation of really tolerable relations.
Here again National Socialism threw away its chance. In its
propaganda it not only never made any secret of its revisionist
aims, but never even troubled to make out a plausible case for
them. This is true in spite of occasional formal promises to
recognize the Corridor. And while a German will compare
promises of this sort with subsequent performance, the foreign
politician can do the same.
Behind the Polish readiness for an accommodation with
Germany stood the same motive as with Germany, the fear of
isolation. In Poland's case there was also, perhaps, the element
of disappointment at the inactivity of the Western European
Powers and their lack of understanding of acts regarded by
Poland as necessary to her security. The first moves in her new
policy were accompanied by a rather emphatic demonstration
that she could do without the patronage of Western Europe, and
could pursue her own path in the opposite direction to that of
the past, if she were left in the lurch by the League of Nations
and the Western Powers in regard to her most urgent needs.
But this was no reason why Germany should not try to arrive at
an understanding with Poland, so long as excessive expectations
were not entertained. She could have promoted the drifting
away of Poland from the Western Powers by offering her clear
economic and material advantages. Poland, with no coloniz-
able territory to spare and few important raw materials, could
not be of anything like the importance to Germany of the